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Drawing	  on	  the	  cultural	  and	  political	  history	  of	  the	  image,	  Yola	  Monakhov	  Stockton’s	  work	  deals	  
with	  notions	  of	  power	  and	  empathy	  and	  the	  limits	  of	  language	  and	  representation.	  In	  the	  
photographs	  for	  her	  book	  The	  Nature	  of	  Imitation	  (Schilt	  Publishing,	  2015)	  she	  examines	  living	  
birds	  using	  large-‐format	  colour	  film	  and	  film	  manipulations,	  studio	  props,	  and	  sculptural	  
techniques	  to	  consider	  the	  connection	  between	  a	  physical,	  living	  thing	  and	  a	  picture.	  In	  detailed	  
photographs	  modelled	  on	  natural	  history	  drawings,	  the	  work	  strives	  to	  evoke	  the	  delicate	  
experience	  of	  holding	  a	  bird	  by	  turning	  to	  traditions	  of	  landscape	  representation	  from	  
Renaissance	  frescoes	  and	  tapestries,	  the	  early	  history	  of	  photography,	  and	  Modernist	  painting	  and	  
sculpture.	  Mining	  her	  interest	  in	  art	  as	  dialogue	  with	  other	  systems	  of	  meaning,	  Yola	  collaborated	  
with	  scientists,	  ecologists,	  and	  naturalists	  for	  access	  to	  their	  subjects,	  wild	  birds	  caught	  for	  
banding	  and	  release	  and	  those	  captive	  in	  labs,	  and	  to	  institute	  a	  parallel	  methodology	  for	  their	  use.	  
The	  work	  engages	  both	  scientific	  and	  aesthetic	  discourses,	  addressing	  the	  classical	  problems	  of	  
mimesis,	  the	  ethics	  of	  control	  over	  nature	  and	  pictorial	  subject,	  and	  the	  conditions	  of	  
photography.	  
Elizabeth	  Biondi,	  in	  her	  essay	  accompanying	  Yola’s	  book,	  calls	  Yola’s	  bird	  photographs	  “exploring	  
and	  manipulating	  images	  without	  any	  loss	  of	  authenticity.”	  Monakhov	  Stockton’s	  background	  as	  a	  
photojournalist	  with	  an	  MA	  in	  Italian	  literature	  eventually	  led	  her	  to	  an	  MFA	  at	  Columbia,	  two	  
years	  after	  being	  wounded	  while	  covering	  an	  Israeli	  Palestinian	  conflict	  in	  the	  West	  Bank.	  She	  
expressed	  her	  doubts	  about	  the	  validity	  of	  the	  documentary	  aesthetic,	  confessing	  in	  an	  online	  
interview	  “the	  documentary	  genre	  in	  photography	  has	  long	  had	  a	  troubled,	  or	  perhaps	  undefined,	  
relationship	  to	  its	  subject.”	  Biondi	  likens	  Monakhov	  Stockton’s	  transformation	  to	  that	  of	  a	  
painter’s	  ability	  to	  control	  the	  subject:	  “In	  the	  studio	  an	  artist	  is	  free	  to	  take	  creativity	  wherever	  it	  
leads.	  This	  is	  the	  freedom	  Yola	  wanted...”	  
	  
All	  prices	  are	  inclusive	  of	  VAT,	  correct	  as	  of	  August	  2016.	  To	  purchase	  a	  framed	  print	  there	  is	  an	  
additional	  cost	  of	  €100.	  
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€	  3.100	  
	  

White	  Sea.	  Gray	  catbird.	  Manomet,	  
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